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China's street vendors rush to sell despite
mixed messages

Laurie CHEN, AFP • June 11, 2020

Snacks, underwear, jewellery and even rabbits --
Chinese hard-hit by this year's economic turmoil are
selling their wares on the street after a top leader offered
support to hawkers despite long-standing curbs on the
practice.

Many are meeting stiff resistance from police, who have
spent years trying to sweep such stalls off the streets to
clean up their city's image, and reviled urban
management officers known as "chengguan", who have
repeatedly and sometimes violently cracked down on
street pedlars -- usually low-income migrant workers.

The mixed messaging began when a government website
reported that Chinese Premier Li Keqiang had told
street stall holders they were a key part of the economy
during a visit to northeast China last week.
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Many street vendors in China are facing stiff resistance from police and
reviled urban management officers known as 'chengguan'
Many street vendors in China are facing stiff resistance from police and
reviled urban management officers known as 'chengguan' (AFP
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"The street vendor economy and the small shop
economy are important sources of employment... and
are just as vital to China as high-end luxury stores," Li
told traders, after asking how they had fared during the
last few months of restrictions due to the coronavirus
epidemic.

While not backed by any formal policy, Li's comments
spurred people nationwide to set up street stalls,
including on the back of bikes and even on pavements.

But just as they took to the streets after Li's comments,
they were shooed out of central hotspots in Beijing as
authorities vowed to step up scrutiny.

Wang Zhiping, a 72-year-old former street cleaner
originally from central Henan province, took up street
selling after hearing Li's words of encouragement.

"I only started last week, but business hasn't been very
good. I have no other source of income and my health is
too poor to continue cleaning," said Wang, who sells
socks in a Beijing underpass.

"Li Keqiang is a senior Communist Party member. Why
are the chengguan going against what the Communist
Party is supporting?"

People's Daily, a Communist Party mouthpiece, called
for stricter oversight of street traders, while the state-
run Beijing Daily claimed that the stalls were backward
and "not suited" to the city.

"I only started selling grilled pancakes this week but
chengguan have chased me off four times already," said
a middle-aged woman, who refused to give her name,
running a mobile food stall in the capital's Chaoyang
district.

- 'I'm hungry already' -

Outside Beijing though, some cities and provincial
capitals have loosened restrictions as the virus outbreak
was brought under control.

And there was online rejoicing of street vending with
hashtags including "If you were a street vendor, what
would you sell?" and "Everyone is street selling" getting
millions of views on China's Twitter-like Weibo
platform.

Asia Today: Beijing has 1st locally spread case
in weeks

Miaozhen Systems: 31.9% of digital ad traffic
was invalid in China 2019, costing the industry
28 billion RMB

China hits back at U.S. telecom supply chain
order at WTO
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12 exhausting months of Hong Kong's anti-
government protests

Martin Gugino, 75-year-old protester pushed in
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But in another conflicting message, one of the most
popular discussion threads on the topic was censored on
Wednesday, and the hashtag "street vending economy"
was deleted.

Even so, photos of streets crammed with stalls and car
boot sales have been going viral on Weibo, where many
first-time stall holders -- often millennials -- complained
business was slow.

"Today's my first time... customers passed by and asked
about the price but didn't buy since they thought it was
too expensive," wrote one woman who photographed
herself selling toys on the street in Dongguan,
Guangdong province, on Tuesday.

"I'm hungry already, but can I buy lunch if it will mean a
greater loss?"

Tang Min, former chief economist of the Asian
Development Bank's mission in China, told a
government-organised press conference Thursday that
street stalls can create some new employment but
"cannot replace the formal economy".

But no country would allow "street stalls everywhere,
with disorder everywhere," he added.

Analysts also questioned whether these traders can have
much impact as Chinese authorities seek to revive the
world's second-largest economy, which has seen
unemployment soar this year.

Premier Li revealed last month that there are 600
million people who earned 1,000 yuan ($140) or less per
month in China -- barely enough for rent in one of the
country's lower-tier cities.

This is despite President Xi Jinping's high-profile
campaign to alleviate poverty.

"Although it seems sensible to relax regulations on self-
employment activity in times of recession... I am
sceptical that promoting a street vendor economy will
substantially boost consumption," said Albert Park, an
economics professor at the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology.

"Even if the demand for such products is substantial in
some locations, it is likely because street vendors are
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stealing business from regular stores rather than
boosting total consumption."

View reactions (14)

Sign in to post a message.

Yahoo News

Embattled at home, Pompeo and
Barr lash out at foreign foe
A defiant Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
denounced the International Criminal Court as a…
“highly politicized” institution on Thursday morning
as he announced new sanctions against it for its
investigation into potential war crimes by U.S.
forces during the years-long conflict in
Afghanistan. We cannot, we will not stand by as
our people are threatened by a kangaroo court,”
Pompeo said. He was joined at the press
conference by Defense Secretary Mark Esper,
Attorney General William Barr and national security
adviser Robert O'Brien.
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White House says Trump was
merely 'raising questions' with…
baseless claim about Buffalo
protester
The White House on Wednesday sought to defend
President Trump's baseless claim suggesting tha…
a 75-year-old man who was seen knocked to the
ground by police in Buffalo, N.Y., last week during
a protest over George Floyd's death was a
member of antifa and that the incident was “a set
up.” “The president was raising questions based
on a report that he saw,” White House press
secretary Kayleigh McEnany said on “Fox &
Friends” Wednesday morning. “This individual had
some very questionable tweets, some profanity-
laden tweets about police officers,” McEnany
continued.
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The Daily Beast

Chicago Cops Hung Out Inside
U.S. Rep’s Office as Protest…
Raged. They Made Popcorn,
Drank Coffee, Napped.
As protests across Chicago devolved into chaos
last week and residents started to loot nearby…
stores, police officers were making popcorn and
drinking coffee while “lounging” inside
Congressman Bobby Rush's office, officials said in
a stunning news conference on Thursday.
Speaking alongside Mayor Lori Lightfoot, Rush
said at least 13 Chicago Police officers were
loitering inside his South Side campaign office in
the early hours of June 1 and were “relaxing” while
nearby stores were being looted and burned, and
their fellow officers were clashing with
demonstrators. The incident, which Rush and
Lightfoot said was captured on CCTV, showed the
officers—and at least three supervisors—with feet
up on desks.

6,053

...

BBC

Zoom suspends account of US-
based Chinese activists after…
Tiananmen meetingVideo conferencing giant Zoom suspended the
account of a group of US-based Chinese activist…
after they held a meeting on the platform to
commemorate the Tiananmen Square crackdown.
The Humanitarian China group said its account
was shut just days after the event, which was
attended by about 250 people including some
activists who called in from China. Zoom said the
account had been closed to comply with "local
laws".
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Architectural Digest

14 Beautiful Examples of When
Historic and Modern Architectu…
Come TogetherIt doesn't happen often, but when old and new
architecture are joined in a thoughtful manner, th…
results can be dazzling Originally Appeared on
Architectural Digest
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Dr. Birx Says George Floyd
Protests Have Resulted in the…
Destruction of 70 Covid-19
Testing Sites
Dr. Deborah Birx, President Trump's coronavirus
response coordinator, warned the nation's…
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Trump fans cheer and whoop as he describes
coronavirus as 'the plague from China'
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Outside the White House fence, as protests
mellow, the question becomes: What's next?

‘I can’t breathe’: Oklahoma City police release
footage of moments leading to Derrick Ollie
Scott’s Death

Joe Biden Mocked In Trump Campaign Ad For
Kneeling — In A Church

The Independent
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